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The Main Pait Across the River

All of the Enemy’s First Eine of
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Guns Opened.
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DECEMBER 13, 1862.

PRICE THREE CENTS.

Their Fire Directed Upcen Our
Troops in tho City.

THEY DO NO DAMAGE TO OUR FORCES.

They Cause Much Destruction to the City,

SKIRMISHING AT OTHER PCINTS.
The Rebels in Force on the Bouth Bide

of the Matsaponaz.
e

AN ARTILLERY DUZL ACR

-

THE REBEL BATTERIES SILENCED.

-

Our Troops Greatly Incensed at the
Treachery of the Rebels,

P ———

fIEY IXDULGE IN EXCESSES IN TEE CITY.

—_———

DETAILS OF THE FIRST DAY'S OPERATIONS.

.

088 THE CRELK.

amnedll

Bow the Crossing Wes Accomplished.

GREAT GALLANTRY OF OUR TROOPS

e
) Leid en Dumfries by Hampton's Cavalry.
THEY ARE ATTACKED BY GENERAL STEINWEHR.
TOE RESULTOF THE ENGAGEXENT UNENOWN

A Supposition that the Rebels will Not|
Mske a Dotermined Stand.

-

From Hendquarters,

HesrgrakTEes ARNy oF THe Porovac
Friday, Dee. 13—Evening.
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expe_u;}:unud :i:h It reems to uuh: thin:d
sophi —sil without grumb
lhebulgf what is, and to await what

to cowe. Its condition during the last few wee
under the alternate effeet of long rains, deep

aud intense cold, bas been soything but comfort

But, whatever feclings of discontentment

Him old puayaney of fociog, wad-the ssle phraees
“the army 18 in good Jl';ﬁ:iu," msy be

e superficial cbserver of the scenes enacting
the vast encam ts of thir army will be very a
to draw the inference that the soidiers labor un
thoe convietion of having settled down in these
for the Winter. The of axes that are
ting building material in eve:
thousands of bands that are busy in patti
cities of log structures of every rize and sty
to denote of permanent quarters for the
cold sesson. ~ Dint the truth is, that there is not bye
any means a general belief in the close of offensi
operations until Spring smong either the officers
men. By getting themselves housed, e
menn to ake themselves comfortable for umd
being.  Having bardly anything to do, they
well ufford to devote their tims to efforts for
er comfurt.  Nor were their labors wi
ad it not been for them, hnndreds would have
cumbed to the severe cold of Sunday snd Monds!
As I beard & private suy yesterday to snother, j
arrived from Washington, wlo deprecated the pro
odnunic;jf bn}lding i Ilnwi hut on mi;nd the .
probability of & wuch looger sts these LS
“If you hud Leen here ﬁwdu,rgou woujdn?ne
it would an to build one even for & day's nee.’
There is but one opinion expressed among thel
officers and men of the Fitih Army Corpa in regurd s
their new comumnder, Gien. Buttertield, and shat igt
one of general satisfaction and admirstion. A resd
wirkuble improvement in the efliciency of the corpl
bus already taken place under his suspices. I thergy
is any one in the corpe regretiing the loss of
:'nilq Jotn Porter, 1 bave fuiled eitber to see or
ke
The army hns now been g0 long confined to the
unsatisfactory umitormity of the regular
that there is & perfect yearning for tho adveut
sutler's supplics, Every day we hear of such being
on the way from Wesbington, but as yet none huve
arrived, There ir & hurveet of Treasury notes swaite
iug whosver will drst be outhe gronnd.
Tuere is etill great ecarcity of forage throughon®l
the army, especially bay, and animals are sutiering
greatly for the waut of 1t
S —

!

]
Position of Our Gunbents—Three Tebel
Brigades on the Watch at Port Reyalw
Seocinbility of the Pickets—The An

in Richmond—Inquiricsa about
Sympnthizers at the North—The Readig
ness of Our Army to Advance.

From Qur Speelal Corrmpondent.
Port Coxwar, 35 wiles below Fredericksbnrg,
Dec, 10, 162, ;

The Rebels in this vicinity are greatly puzzled t@
know where we intend to cross the river, or rhtvefl
where the attempt will be made; to croms it thog
cousider un i bility. The gunboats have fal'en
below the village, end are now lying quiet undeg
shelter from musketry of an impenetrable swawp
two or three miles wide and extending to & range of
hills which run wlong wlmost the entire south side off
the Rappahsunock. Ove brigade of Rebel caval

and two brigsdes of infantry wre stretched from Pu:!
Koyl to & point opposite the msnsion of Col. Tays
lor. This force arrived bere but two or three duys
since, aud it is enpposed was sen’ to waich the poioll

Spocial Diepatch to The N. Y. Tribnoe.

Wasnisgtox, D, C., Frides, Dee. 12—4.13 p. m,
The following sccounts of yesterday's fighting

At10 o'clock this morning the fog begun to clear |y, ve boen received from your special corre spondents

away, bat before 11 the air wae again thick, which | wih Duroside’s srmy:

tentinued until 2, when it entirsly disappeared.

At 2} o'clock the Rebels opened with wll their guns
pﬂl'!"l op the fist l'llli;_:l' of hilla,

Their main fire was directed upon the city, which
wie flled with onr troops,  Those gung which were
poeted on the lefi of the ridge were opened on the
Lurge body of troops which crossed o the two lower
tridges, and had formed in line of battle, and were
fronting

moviog obliquely down the river the

Mussaponsx, Although severul jof theirabells ex-y 0 o0 oo wounded ut the first fire, Limself, so- | The origina! pln incladed, ¢

ploded over our troops, none were injured.

Gen. Beyard e cavalry, which erovecd ou the low- Cupt. Perking, of the mme regiment, the 50th New- {10 tho euemy's rear. The latter win not oaiied B
e bridge, bad five mwen killed while endeavoring to Ly 1 f) dend, wnd Capt, MeDonuld win severely |y o1 and the foruar not st daybreak, owiog to the
dod. The rest of the corps then full buck sud | innbility of the engineers to complote the bridges

mcertain the encumy's position, |
The troops which croseed below ars slesping on
1

their arms te-night, the advance being wit
quarters of & mile of Massaponax Creek, their lefi

resting on the Rappalannock. |
The enemy veenpy the opposite side of (he Creek
iy foree.

The guns nosted on the bank this eide of the river . .
e S i OF faving fired no shot sines the frst sigual gun. UUF {f@picl eroaed were so distributed in the lower part

lenced the enemy's witillery after & duel of half 4n

bonr, Thin ended the fring for the day, i
Tue only dumuge done by the Rebel +hells thrown |

ato ika city, ~=# o add so much to its destraction, l
Twenty-five of our men were killed last night in

ibe sireets of the ciry, wiile driving the Rebels out.

Nearly every house in the city hus been dumsnged |
more or lesa by the firing of the past two duya.
Beveral splendid resd
fiddied us alev nil the charcles,
w0 be directed on the must promiuent edilices,
Beverd] cusen of wanion destruction of property
serurred by onr trovps when they eutered—proparty
which coald e of nouse to the enewy. In wavy

bonser the furniinre all remained, showing that the

cnoes have b

gen completely

The fire appoared

oeenpants left in Luste.

Bowse of vur
Beceah, and tore
Congul, Thia moruing the owner came over to

1

troops mistook the British flag for a

recover it and the same wae returnsd to Li
The wain body of the urmy is now over the river,
the remsinder

beiug in pocition to cross at nny

time.
There is no Indieation of the cupmy eviensting.

Uf they rewaln, & battle must imuedintely anaus.
Fpoclal Livpatckento Tha N Y. T :
Wasiiaar

Thir worning Haoiplou

Hbuse,
Doe. 1310155 p. m
bebel cavalry captured

=¥

Dur...’nu, a town kitunted nbout hulf wiy from here
1

W Fredetickehurg. They cut the telegraph wires,
curried ol the operatore, snd puroled a pud
officers wi happened to be int

rof

L
Purpose s mot kwown, Later in the day, Gen.

* I':“'-":. for wl

Bueinwelis, in command of Gey, Sigel's advance, at-
tucked the Rebels und a fight ensmed, the preciss ex -
tent sud result of whichare are yeb unknown.
Io cousequence of this occurrence, there wis no
Wlegmplic communicution with Genersl Borne
Side during the dey, lence tho current rumnors
8hat our forces sufferad 5 rapules,

| gut into the river. Capt. Drainsed, who bad cow-

wand of the bridgs on the right, succeedod in cow-

shore, when, just o8 b

it from the residesca of the Betish |,

SUMNERS MOVEMENT,

At 41 o'clock this morning the boats weie flonted

s was Linving the laat bouts

Louses, wis poured upon his wmen. Twenty of his|

wouu
abandoned the bridge. 'I

cuntinued without ceesation from 51 o'elock till 12,

At 12 oelock tho fog hfted. Fifteen dwelling |

Louses were on fire,

Robels sppenred dnring the day; only enough Iul

At & quarter past uina the first gun was fired, the

drw the fire of our butterios,  Not & JRobe! cannon | eugagement lasting ubont half an hosr, the Rebels

| wounded during the constraction of the two bridges

for the left grand division: Juwmes Savage, United
2 tly; Corpormd W Doyle, |
|15 New-York Engineers, aukle; Michsal Fox, |

i 151tk New: York Engincers,
I 80 vt i T SRS | Farroll, 1ith New-York Eogioeers, arm; Amuile
| Dovouch, 15th New-York Enginoers, thigh; Jobo
woved 1o their places, a murderous volley from two | File. 15tk New-York Enginsers, arm; —— Duteher
or three hundsed sharpshooters, concesled in the : J i

! verely, among the puwber. In the sccond round, | .. axing ut five polnte, w diversion by all the cavalry

three- | o fire from our batteries opened nt onee, Wil | patinies at the mte of W00 ehells per winute.

| Some of the battories osed 200 rounds

The Rebels romained quiet intheir intronchments, |

Lutteries rested from 12 to 3, and then n'i_lj'l'u‘.‘-d_ ull |

concentrating on the housce by the river bunk,
whers the right pontoon was to be luid.

Gen, Sumner's grand division was deawa up o
battle line, waiting o crogs, Gen. Howard had
the dividion, formerly Sedgwick's, in advance—the
SOien. Danka's old !-riﬂuilv,

post of honor snd dauges-
under Col. Hall, in front. The 19h and 20th Mus-
suchutts und the 7th Mickigan murched to the brink

[ of tha tiver 1o support the engineer corps.  The Tth

| Michigun crossed in boats, uuder & heavy fira, of-

fected u Inndiog, drove out the riflemen, killed und

wannded 15 sud ok 30 prisoners. A drunmer-boy

"of the Tth Miclhigan, 10 years old, was in the first

bout that crossed,  The #7th Pennsylvanis, with-

|
| out orders and in the face of u severe fire, laid

ge unear the riilrond, erossed it, aud joined

the
hi 7eL

The firing
Sumner's divison, aad Gen, Newton's of Frauklin's

dgun i the eity.

eonned ut souset, Geon. Hownrd's of

s, belng the enly forees thut cromed to Lhe

All will eross tosworrow.
FRANKLIN'S MOVEMENT,

nd division did not croms yas-

Frapklin's grund

, bt remained on this pide of the river las
pight.  The bridges wera cor ipleted in the early
the order to move wis issued ubout
The

cor was the 21 Rhode Islsnd, which

alternoon, sl
I lie movenient was in two coluos,

L Iee
frat pegitiiat
stertnd nerves at the double-quicl, sud deployed us
1y ot the Lill, which rises from the

--:-.:ruu.hl:ln Fufrid
furtber bank. Volleysof musketry greeted thom,
bat the Rebel rilewen fell back bofore our sdvance,
which formied in line of battle on the crest of the
ill, & wight which called forth the chosra of thelr

comrades, who were still an the bither side or erom-

ing. Ruwmedintaly wierwund the urder to retreat
weue given, nod all the troops cacnmpod for the uight

un the right bank of the river.

The wires Lave sineo Loen rescored, uud news b Oue of Gen, Franklin's bridges was built by the

Is received that the main purt of Luruside's forces
&re oven the river,

A double line of earthworks on the Ligh groand
Beyoud the city coufronts the Union wrmy. The
:‘Llll Lave developed 1o forces behind there, and

s the opinien of mity Generals at Fredericksburg
Shat the msin Vody of the enemy bave retired, and
;;Mdolqmimdmnd will be made newr the

L

15th New-York (McLaod Murpliy's Regiment), aud
the other by tho United States Eogineers. The
work, which began before dawn, was exciting.
Mostof it was doue under the stimalus of volleys
of musketry from the Rebel bank. Ocessionally the
firiug wia so ot that the builders dropped into their
Lonts for ehalter, until the enomy were driven Lack
by dischargen of shirupoel from our batteries on the

right mud lgfu of thy bridges, No lasge bodies of

wiis fired, ;

The following nee the tumes of those who were

ankle; C |r|;\n|"l| Jﬂlll;'

Sth New-York Engineers, foot.
Fuor 1 S B

the iufautry

(1 5 pom

within the time specitied, The bomburdment wus
No firipg
on the Peninsala or in Marylund was so beavy as
Al the Lridges were completed ahortly afier
dark, The thres brigudes of Gen. Howard's division

this,

of the eity as to protect the bridges eutirely from the
Rebel infantry.

The Rebe! batteries ure so situsted that they can-
uot rench the river hed. The Kebel movements
during the day wers extremealy puzeling to our Gon-
eruls, They replied to our nrtillery only at long in-
wrvals wod with few guus, their beaviest fire being
directed upon Hownrd's divielon, sa it waa filing
down the blufl, Previously to crossing the Rebel in-
fuutry in the town was only one brignde,

CGen. Buroeide bad poeitive iuformation of s di-
version of 20,000 Rebels to Fort Royal, expecting
up attorpt on onr part to cross thero,  This colamn
in thought to have reappoesred iu our front on Thure-
duy evening,

A generul engagement in not expected on Friday,
un the entiro duy will be required for the pussge of
the wrmy over the bridges, whicliit is evident the
enemy doce not intend to dispute.  Their artillery is
oxpected to open on our infavtry while puesing over
the bills in the rear, but our guns will eksily silenes
theire, Officers diffur greatly lu opluion us to the
!-f.-u]-,;; uul prolal le intontion of the en S11Y .

Daring Thursday evening there wus considerable

I.;.,';“;.-p! ing in the sireets of Frederickel arg between
| our infautry snd Kebel infuntry io the upper part of

the city. Everything i vow quict,
-

The Loss Sustniged in Crossing the itiver
and Oceapying Frederichsburyg — The
Crossing Continued nod the  Whale
Army Expecied Over the River by |
Noon on Vriday—The Rebels hnve Two
Liaes of Hottegios n Mile Aporvt-Ounr
Whole Army in Hapid Movement For-
ward, nnd Anxvious to be Led Agninst
the Enem Works,

To the Assosiatad

Heavquan or T PoroNad,

day Moruiog, Uec. b2, 10 o'clock.

After oceupying the riverdfront of the city lnat
night, we loss ubout one Lundred men in killed and
wounted, while driving the Mebula through the city.

They fired on one men o they wdy aneed throngh
the streets, while seereted inand belind Louses,
Not mech mercy was shown o those who were
caughits

This moming u dense fog bid everything from
view, but now it is partislly passing nway.

The troops commenced woving st an carly hout,
Muj.-Gen. Sumner's Grand Divieion leading the
way over infront of the city, tobe followed by Maj.-
Gen. Hooker's Grand Division.

Gien. Fruokiin's Grand Division, which crosses

is believed will give battle !

The Order to Cross the Biver- A Change in

1ot making & very spirited reply.
It in thought the troops will sll be over by noou.
Information received duripg the night and thie

niornige, rom' deserters and prisooers, shows that | position this evening in close vicinity to the river.
the Reliels have two strong lHies of Latteries in the | The points sele oted for the lsying of il

t ¢ ying of the poutoon i 1 ver@
rear of the city; the first one being one mile beck, | bridges will be connected to-night Ly telegraph with | :‘,',',;:'&':mﬂ;{'f ot b A s
and the second a mile from the first, ‘

The whale army s b rapid weotion, sod well |

The ensmy bave concentrated their forces, and it

Much will depend upon the result of to-duy.
All foul sunguine of snccees !
-

the Programme [lendered Neoessary
The Arrnngemcents for Crossing.
Frons Uar Special Comrerpondent
Farsorrm, Dee. 10, 1062

The order has Leen fmned to cross the river, I
the etate of the stmosphere is favorable—if the fox
lifte—the attempt will be made to-pight. It was
desigred lngt woek to cross 15 miles below Frede-
icksburg: but the enemy discovered it in some way,
and woved n lurge body of troops to the exact poei-
tion selected, The programme, therefore, Lius been
changed in venly nll its featuren. The river is to
ba crossed fo front of Fredericksbarg, snd in the
teeth of netrly all the batteries erected to prevent
it. The pontoon bridge has been divided iuto five
gections, nnder the command of the followiog vilicers:
Gen. Woodbury, commanding the Evgineer Corps,
hns the general euperitendence. The bridge on the
extrems right will be laid ut the ol ford opposite
Fulmouth by Cupts Brainned of the sth New-York;
the text, ot i few rods below it, and just above the

of protective works i soon ns & foothold is gained |
ou the right bauk of the river,

Le Medieal Depurtment is fully prepared for the I
viet efforts shout being reqnired of it. The ambu- |
Intee corpe of the different grand divisions will take

| Gen, Baroside's hendignurters,

in case of an witempt on our p =t to cross the riverg
Exucily where Gen, Buruside will eroes, if he
crosses ut wll Lelow Fredericksburg, I do not believe
they have yet discovered, Having passed ulosg the
entire live, from Barpet's, full twenty miles sbove
Fredericksburg, to Tobugo Bay, thirty wiles below
it, several times, 1 camnot see bow, undeg
present  circumstunces, we can throw & Leuvy

ickets stand opporite oug
own for & distance of fifty wiles, sud almort duilyl
newspapere and the gossip of tbe daye

—
¢

A general atir and seuwity, indicating the ¢ \

concentrated, The troops are fn excellent wpirite |tous eventa wbout belpg cuacted, is obscrvasbls
and auaious to be led npon the enemt’s works,

throughout the urmy. N, P,

i

Weanther Yodernting —Henewed Endications
of Enrly Action— Arrival of Re-enforces
mints— Doings of the Bebels—Their Sup-
poscd Fntentions  Feeling of the Army —
Building Edoris—Influcnce of a New
Commander npen nn Gld Corps,

From Our Special Correspondent

Huapguantins Riant GraNn Diviaoy,
Liee. Lu, b2,

At lnst the elements seam to have ceased frowning
npon the Union ars in these parts.  The force of
the cold spell of the last few duys already appears
broken. A clear sky, bright sun, and growly mod-
erated temperatnre, gladdened the hearts of all yes.
terday, and made Lope and conlidence take once
more the place of the gloom snd despondency the
sovere, successive visitations of min sod cold hwl
| enused to settle upon the srmy, Tosduy, fair weathor
ulgo prevaile, und the vatives, with wise and grave
uir, give expression to the belief that we are fo en-
joy the tinale of the lndian Summer, whose geninl
baginning wae so grievously lost to us,

The late frost changed the mnd und mirs of the
rouds into solid, slippery raggedness, perplexing and
dungerons to everything moving on whecls aud four

by thawiog withiu the last tweniy-four hours, and

railrond Lridge; the fonrth nbout Lnlf w mile below
it: und the ffth, being the extreme left, near the old
Lucy Mill. "The distance from the extpeme right to
the leit is bat two miles, und but lictle more than
cuvers the Predesicksburg front.

The heaviest column of infuntry will pusa over
the Liridge on the exteme right at Fulmouth, the
srtillory sod ammunition trins on the two below it,
atid the cavalry on the extreme left.  The first runge
of Lills und intrenchments wre to be carvied by
assualt under the protection of wiege guug o this
aide of the niver.

The entire srwy has to-day been museed on the
right in preparation for the battle.  Frem 00 to 400
pleces of axtillery sre do frout nrrmnged behind the
Lille on this side; the sauaunition tening wre i
mediniely back of them, snd the infuntry nre lying
s thelr urtoe bu the woods about two mwiles from the

river.

for the cotmencernent of the movements The hvavy
fuyg prevailing sl duy has favored the mussing of thie
troope, and i s thought the eneiy is entirely igno-
rant of whit 18 going on.

The layivg of the Lridges will bo umder the direg-
tow of the following clficer:  Capt. Dreainard, Capt.
Furd, and Capt. McDowell of the Sith New-York,
aud Major Magrider of the 1ith New-York, nnl
Lieut. Cross of the regulsr urmy. The Engioes
I_}.rj_,] lpi |'n1_;|--r.dl‘.lt of tho Sl .\'I'“’-‘.!'Tk, Col.
Stuart, the 1ith New-Yuk, Col. Murphy, und
gevornl companies from the regalar service, the
eutire force comprining 3,609 picked ruen, sl wider
the command of Gen, Woodliury,

(iep. Sumner, a8 you probably know, communds
the right, and will Lave the wdvance, Gen. Hooker
the center, ind Gen, Franklin the left.  The eutire
army covers to-day u line of but five miles iu lengih,
snd after it has suceeeded in crossing the river will
wove somewhst after the plan of Antietam. The
Juft will probubly swing aronud to the railroad, nud
try to get between Fredoricksburg and Guninuey's
station. The right will move direct for the Gor-
dousyille rond, and will bend to meet the Jeft. The
center will move directly through Frederichsbury,
sud probably take the old Telegraph rond to Kich-
wond. An order baa been issued by Gen. Tngalls

vicinity of Acynin Creek, sud 1o remuin parked i
the fields until further orders,
Tho engiueas brigeds will cvmgonce tho ereciiop

L.wl: thireo milen below 1o city, is nestly over |

ruins of the uld covered bridge; the thind vesr Iln-I

Thiee oclick to-mortow morning is the tine set il-;r_.- pednlore

communding ull supply trains to fall bick to tl.uel

they nro now in Letter condition than &t sny time
| sigee the ¢ dvent of the urmy. There is every inoi-
| eation that this foestimable adventage  will be
| promply improved to the grestest possible extent,
und that the drooping spirit of the loyal pabiic w il
Lis omee more raised by the resumption of offensive

oper itions,  Ordors were issued lost pight by Gen, |
HBarnside that leave no donbt as to his utention to |

strikelpws bofore the elementawill nanin pluce gh-
structions fu the way of his commund. 1 do not feel
werrnted io giving their exnet tevor, but they adiaic
of ne other constriction than imwedute wetive work,

It s, indeed, more than probuble, that cre these |

lines veisel their destinutlon, the telegviph will buve

hronght You mwuch moro stnstling news thun thoy cou- |

vov, Theonly pereeptibile canse of} ossibledolay 15 a
' ist that lis been shroadivg the borlon dor-
arlier and luter past of yestenluy and this

As loog ns it renders an extended range
u impructicubls, mwoveaents cuutol begiu,
warn diy will undoubtedly remove ibis

benvy w
jugg the

Anot
Just (it
Wi

A3
the jrospect of gpeedy activity comes better
W success, o the torms of the srrival ol
venits from the North,  Their number
it would be desirable to make kuown; but thise
| snxdoan for the fute ot this nrpy niny rest satiailed
| tht shiey wre sulficient to ennble Gen. Burnside to
mike ceetidn movements on the anks of the cuemy,
by which slove the rieks of o crosstog of the nver
pight dnthe fuce oi the whole Bebel wny cin by

UL R tHR

wvoided,

since Bandny, there imve been no arvivals of viti-
oilier slue repurted wt
Hu

. Abe
Felvseopu
s hive alto besn
peferred 1o sluve

ZRUS UF e
| theeg
tthe
i

et valions
yat

yeatends

Lo B Boleginph w, that & very lirge

| foree i
L TR T
Lol the Luppabsuuock fer beyon
on the leits Thoe belief is

end on the nihic bun
r exireme right
1 that theso re-

Renent

| enforcements conget ol the whole ol Jackson's corps, |

lent thut the eneny 18 massicy
he puepore of attem piing u auk-
st one right, but the ines that she
recently arrived fu
L ing stretgthieued « s day belore yestes
ercetion of lutrenchients, nud the post
teries, proves an intontion o set on Wie delonsive,
Nothing could Lo cvitwinly moro welcowe Lo our
Genernls thay the trapsier of any portion of the
Hebel nrmy to this side of the river. Tho wore the
better, L0 s probuble thas the mussiog of the coeny
1 frout s only apjparent, and ot resl, owing to the
coucenlment of the other portions of the army in
the villeys nnd ravines between the fret und pecond
runge of Lulls 1 the rear of Frederi. kaburg.
Defesred hope begets doubt. The Armny of the
Potomae has bee so often, and so lon lieved
iteell, on the **eve of decisive events, ' that the
nutoral excitement incidental to the prospect of
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lege. But the sun has smoothed their rongh surfuce !

It was ascerinined,

ir lete, 80 #s to muke I'I,' Py

hold no couwrmt!nn with the [ebel pickets, nre
little wyail.  Soldiers standing sloue throagh

loug hours, within talking distance of even &n sne
ewy, will yield to the mu:ulmpmty, and soony
violste the most stringend or Froma nmple
“aood moruipe ' or ' Goed eveniug " to ese
other, they natnrally glide into & conversation abo
the war, und in the course of it many facts of val
to the Rebels leak ont, with regurd to the pouiti
of our troops, under what General they are, un

| when they nre hkely to move, &e. 'l'{e ™
| tione, it 16 true, of & private soldter, ure, generally,
of bt little value, but occasionally I bLave romd
|pickets wio geeed to kuow ws much wbout i
wruiy 84 those whose special duty it is to keep them
fully iuformed. From this source, if from
|otber, I thiuk the Rebels will learn of our umna
|10 veach the other side, wnd will wove rapidly ¢
oppose ug, A fight, and & very severe one, way
expected beture the feat s necowplisied. Once ov
the river and firuly on the other zide, tie battlo
sesnme grauder proportions and probably call i
action t;;c entire force of both armics,

A widow lady, ut wiose mausion I stayed la
night, told me that u few days efore the arrival o
our cavilry ut Port Conwny, ehie received a leiten
from n son-du-law, who is & Surgeon stationed in on
of the bospitals in Riehmond, in which be ssid u..:
b wis tewrtal they would not be alie 1o bold Rich
miond sguinst the combived attacke which w«n:ﬂ
protisbly be mude aguinst it 1w a few weeks;
Gien. Lee could por possibly oprose Gien, M. Cleling
(who wes then in command) with mor- than Ilﬁﬂ.t&
men, snd @ laree namberof those we.ild be conseriptd
who couli not be relied npon; und that upon & brosd
view of their whole ruitiun his only relmncs
fui the preservation of their feloved capitsl w
upon the strong arm of Almighty God. 'The leadin
|-i-umru sll turongh this valley, who have sons ig
| the Mebel nrmy, and have given much to 'ml'""- it
will tell you thut they expect to see v fullﬂn‘
buck upoy Washington in & few weeks, aud them
wlmoat in the suime brenth suy that it 18 quig
tkely, with five times the number Gen, Lo
bes in his  eopmaud, we may be able 1o
dige in Richmond on  CMfistmas,  They strive ‘a
Al sorts of wiys to give you ah exuggerated esiis

gty aud vet when s word |s said
t ‘1 ty of thiyr defent, say that it ig
- possible with #uch au imwense wmy. The
o in they arc all wiistling to keep tueir conrage
Qe comstant questioning with regard 1@
ther the Fersando Wood and MeClellun pariy
¢t the North, and wheiber it is likely
1 break down this Adwinistrutiou, is enough te
antisfy mue tbut ma they begln lo loss faith
in their own strengih o resist our wruies, they
are prepariag to tall back upon the traitors of the
Sopth to uid them 1 theic bellish purposes,  duld
one of Lhem o me yestorday, we bave Uepernls iny
Your By, staleernon i your Congress, smd orgtors
Ll over toe North o Lo will neveraliow ueto be beateo
aod drtved to the will. T gestleonn walked us i€
by suthority,  Beforo the war be wielded a controle
g tutluence in Lis county, uud is still the prineipad
toan remaining wit,

tyvervthing sgain indieates n forwaurd movement,
Keyueltons were made yeaterday upon Ve diflerent
gennd div istimn for 4 Inrwe Lumber of Boraes to ursist
o demwying the Pontoos train. 1o takes botween ten
und twelve hundred horsce to wmove this givak
machine, snd soveuty-five wagous o carry the
pocensary paruphiernalion.

Tow requisitions bave all been fillad, aud not &
forse, ayike, bolt, cord or auchor is wanting. Wit
3,001 wen lor an Bugineer corps, and w,l.!l,J e
L 100 pieccs of urmlrl'y to protect them, it \wnli
it to be sble (o crose any stream in
bouts, 1eo, will pluy au fmportant
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Naruvitte, Fodey, Do 12, 1000
The cars have mrived slightly beliod sime. AR

- | is quiet wlovg the road sud in tle vicinity of Nuhs

L wille,
‘ Forrest Triplet aud Wood, with 3,000 to 4,000
| men, were ut Churlotte, Tenn,, yesterday, intending
| o cross the Cumberlund River st Paliwyra or Mar
| tin's Shonle, between Fort Donelson und Clarke-
[ ville, it s supposed for the purpose of cotting the
risilrowd or 1o get supplies,

Col. Stanley Mutthiows, with the 7th Pennsylvania
Cayalry und other troops, made a bold dash inte
Franklin, Tenn, to-day, and drove the Rebels lm,
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